SECULAR PROSE

of very able and Interesting anonymous "characters",
such as The Character of a Tavern, The Character of a Town
Gallant and The Character of a Town Misse (all 1675, rptd.
in Aldington's collection, see below). There are several
good modern collections of the old "characters55. They in-
clude Character Writings of the Seventeenth Century, ed. H,
Morley (1891), A Book of Characters^ ed. R. Aldington (Broad-
way Library, 1924), which contains a most valuable introd,
and A Cabinet of Characters^ ed. Gwen Murphy (O.U.P. 1925).
Miss Murphy has also pub. A Bibliography of English Character
Books (1925).

LITERARY CRITICISM

An excellent collection of most of the chief critical essays of
this period will be found in Critical Essays of the Seventeenth
Century, ed. with a valuable introd. and notes by J. E,
Spingarn (O.U.P. 3 vols.). For Dryden's criticism see
pp. 368-370.

FICTION

For accounts of the fiction of this period see The History of
the English Novel by E. A. Baker, Vol. Ill and The English
Novel by Sir W. Raleigh.

The most ambitious attempts were the high-flown
romances in the French style such as Parthenissa (1654-69)
by R, Boyle, Earl of Orrery (1621-79) an^ Aretina or the
Serious Romance (1660) by Sir G. Mackenzie (1636-91).
There were also English trs. of the French romances of
D'Urfee, Mile de Scudery, Calprenede and others.

Several dramatists experimented in prose fiction in the
Restoration period. Aphra Behn's best stories, The Fair Jilt
and Oronooko or the Royal Slave, were both pub. after her death
in 1698 (modern edd. The Novels of Aphra Behny ed. E. A.
Baker, 1913, and in M. Summers's ed, of the Works, see
p. 357), Crowne's Pandion (1665) is a poor heroic romance,
but William. Congreve's Incognita (1691-2, modem ed. by
H, F. B. Brett Smith in Percy Reprints, 1922)3 is a short story